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The Mission of 
Lakemary Center 
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freedom and 
control they 
bring to their lives.
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“Friends Day” Festivities Enjoyed By All

Both current and former employees, 
their families, friends, and individuals 
served gathered together in Paola on 

December 14, 2007, for a “family reunion” to 
celebrate Lakemary “Friends” day – a tribute 
to Marilyn Barbour.   
Marilyn, a long time 
employee of Lakemary, 
was retiring after 30 years!  
Her career had spanned a 
greater period of time than 
any other employee in 
Lakemary’s history.  

Staff, residents and 
students wanted to 
recognize Marilyn’s 
long-standing career 
achievements by creating 
a special, surprise 
celebration in her honor.  
Invites for the special day 
were mailed out months 
in advance, and posters 
and buttons were made to 
commemorate Marilyn’s 
special day.   

Activities were held in Founders’ Fieldhouse 
(the gym on the Paola campus dedicated 
in 2004) where special presentations were 
made by Dr. Craig, Lakemary CEO, Paola 
Mayor Artie Stuteville and Lakemary 
students.  Dr. Craig presented Marilyn with 
a beautiful “star” necklace and recognized 
her for her many accomplishments during 
her career at Lakemary.  Paola Mayor Artie 
Stuteville presented a special “Friends 
Day” Proclamation on behalf of the City 
of Paola, the students at Lakemary sang 
special holiday songs, and individuals served 
and guests traveled down “Memory Lane” 
sharing stories of good times and memorable 
moments with Marilyn.   

A casual indoor “family reunion” picnic 
offered great food including items prepared 
by Lakemary’s kitchen staff and homemade 
dishes brought in by employees. To Marilyn’s 
surprise all of her family – husband, brothers, 

sisters, sons, spouses 
and families -  came 
out to surprise and 
support her in the day’s 
activities. Dear friends, 
including Patrice Schmitz 
(former President of 
Lakemary Center) also 
surprised Marilyn with 
their presence.  Marilyn 
enjoyed visiting and 
reminiscing Lakemary 
memories with every 
guest!  Marilyn’s brother-
in-law, Jim Colbert (for 
whom Lakemary’s golf 
tournament is named) 
took off his suit jacket and 
shot baskets in the gym 
with grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews for over an 
hour – way to go, Jim!!

Festivities concluded a “Come & Go” 
Retirement Reception for Marilyn.During this 
time, Paola business leaders and long-time 
friends stopped by to offer congratulations 
and visit personally with Marilyn and her 
family.  Marilyn received a special keepsake 
memory book prepared by fellow employees 
along with numerous personal gifts and cards 
to commemorate the special occasion.

              BEST WISHES TO MARILYN!  

 

  

Posters and buttons were made to 
commemorate Marilyn’s special day.  With 
over 30 years at Lakemary to her credit, she 
is certainly the gal who has done it all!

Cheerleading
Go, STARS!!!  We have another huge cheerleading 
squad this season with an abundance of enthusiasm 
and spirit!  We also have one returning coach – Nich-
ole Servos – and one new coach – Alicia Scioli.  Our 
Cheerleaders are on one long winning streak with 4 
years in a row of solid GOLD medals achieved at the 
Metro Tournament.  Rumor has it that neither cheer-
leaders nor coaches will rest until they hold #5 GOLD 
medals in their hands on February 23 at JCCC after 
the Metro Tournament!  

Basketball
Whew!  We just didn’t think we could WAIT for bas-
ketball season to start!  We have 3 ready to go teams 
again this year and we are looking forward to league 
games, the Metro Tournament on February 23 at 
JCCC and on to the State Tournament in Hays, KS 
March 13 – 15.  Practices are every Tuesday evening 
at 6:30 at the gym in Paola and we are shooting for 
the gold again this season.

Special Olympics Update

by: Judy Albright

We wish our STARS 
the best of luck at the 

upcoming Metro Tournament!


